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JOSE LUIS SANCHEZ-LOPEZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 20, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOSE LUIS SANCHEZ-LOPEZ, a 41-year-old resident of Mexico, pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien. Sentencing is set for May 10, 2004, at 2:30 p.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on June 30, 2003, two Border Patrol agents accompanied FBI agents to a residence on the Rocky Boy Indian Reservation known for the sale of illicit drugs and believed to be harboring illegal aliens.  As the agents approached the residence, they noticed someone fleeing from the back door of the residence and running along a nearby creek.  One of the Border Patrol agents tracked the subject and found him hiding in the tall grass near the creek.  The subject stated that he was a citizen and national of Mexico and that his name was Adan Espinoza-Sanchez.  The subject also stated that he had entered the country illegally and did not have any immigration documents allowing him to be in the United States.  The subject was transported to the Havre Border Patrol Station for further questioning.


During processing at the Border Patrol Station, a fingerprint check identified the subject as JOSE LUIS SANCHEZ-LOPEZ who had been deported from the United States on May 29, 2003 through the Otay Mesa Port of Entry.   




An official review of Immigration and Naturalization Service records showed that SANCHEZ-LOPEZ was previously deported through the Port of Otay Mesa on May 29, 2003.  According to a review of the records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, SANCHEZ-LOPEZ was not granted permission to re-enter the United States.  


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darragh prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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