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JUSTIN KARST PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on January 21, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JUSTIN KARST, a 22-year-old resident of Bozeman, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and being a felon-in-possession of ammunition. This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”  Sentencing is set for April 30, at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on March 19, 2003, KARST was sentenced in two felony cases: Criminal production or manufacture of dangerous drugs, a felony, in Gallatin County, filed June 7, 2002; and Count 1: criminal distribution of dangerous drugs and Count 2: criminal distribution of dangerous drugs, both felonies, in Gallatin County.  On March 27, 2003 state probation officers conducted a home visit on a new probationer, JUSTIN MICHAEL KARST. They observed and confiscated a .45 caliber pistol, Combat Commander. KARST claimed the pistol and acknowledged that he was not allowed to possess firearms.  KARST told the probation officers that he possessed the pistol for at least 2-3 months.  The probation officers would further testify that KARST signed his probation guidelines on March 19, 2003.  On April 2, 2003, state probation officers again conducted a home visit on KARST.  They located and confiscated 30 live shotgun shells.  Karst faces possible penalties for both counts of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.
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