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DEL EUGENE WEECH SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 21, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DEL EUGENE WEECH, a 48-year-old resident of Glasgow, appeared for sentencing. WEECH was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Restitution: $17,939.72


WEECH was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of bank fraud/check kiting scheme.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on August 16, 2001, WEECH opened a business checking account at Independence Bank in Glasgow in the name “Scottish Small Engine Repair.”  During the first thirty-day period the account was open, the account had “normal activity,” and deposits cleared and withdrawals were in an amount consistent with the available balance.  Debits and credits during this time period totaled approximately $2,000.00.   


On September 17, 2001, WEECH deposited a check written on the account of another person out of  Illinois.  This check was the first of 18 checks written by WEECH on that account over the next several weeks.  All of these checks were returned to Independence Bank, marked “non-sufficient funds.”  WEECH's account was closed by Independence Bank on October 22, 2001.


An analysis of WEECH’s account at Independence Bank was conducted by  a financial data analyst for the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  This analysis disclosed that in September and October 2001, 18 checks totaling $23,819.00 were written on the bank account at the Illinois bank.  All 18 of these checks were dishonored by the bank.  The total amount of the checks deposited was $23,819.00, which was reversed and charged back to Independence Bank.   Of the dishonored checks negotiated at Independence Bank, $10,170.00 was received by WEECH in cash back from 17 of the checks deposited.  The net amount of the Illinois checks deposited into WEECH's account was $13,649.00   


WEECH's account first appeared on the overdraft list at Independence Bank on September 24, 2001.  WEECH was contacted by Independence Bank employees regarding his overdrafts approximately 10 times over the next 4-week period regarding his overdrafts.  Each time he was contacted, WEECH came to Independence Bank and deposited funds to cover the overdraft.  When advised that he had several thousand dollars worth of overdrafts which pertained to deposits he made on the Illinois account, WEECH acted very surprised and stated he felt really bad about what had happened.  WEECH stated that he would get this problem taken care of.  WEECH also advised the bank that the person with the Illinois account owed him approximately $22,500.00 for work WEECH had performed on approximately 150 pieces of equipment.  WEECH stated that he had contacted the Attorney General's Office in Illinois regarding the person.


The president of the Illinois bank was contacted by law enforcement regarding the account in question.  The president advised that the person had a checking account at the bank which had been opened on November 12, 1999, and closed on April 28, 2000, over a year prior to the deposit of the checks on the account at Independence Bank.


WEECH was interviewed on October 9, 2002 by FBI agents regarding the loss Independence Bank had suffered with regard to the “Scottish Small Engine Repair” checking account.  WEECH admitted that he wrote all 18 of the checks from the Illinois account and deposited these checks into his account at Independence Bank in Glasgow in September and October 2001.  He also stated that the person in Illinois gave him permission to write checks on her account.   WEECH had no idea how many checks he wrote from the Illinois account or the total amount of the checks.  WEECH stated that he received cash back from these checks but had no idea how much, and he also knew there wasn't enough money in the Illinois account to cover the checks he wrote.  


WEECH has prior convictions for embezzlement and non-sufficient funds checks which the prosecution would seek to introduce as evidence of intent and lack of mistake or accident. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.



The investigation was a conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


# # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at 406/247-4653
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