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ATTORNEY GENERAL ASHCROFT RE-APPOINTS U.S. ATTORNEY BILL MERCER TO ATTORNEY GENERAL’S  ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Attorney General Ashcroft has announced  his appointment of six new members to serve two-year terms on the 2004 Attorney General’s Advisory Committee of United States Attorneys.  The Attorney General’s Advisory Committee, consisting of eighteen presidentially-appointed United States Attorneys, provides advice and counsel to the Attorney  General on law enforcement issues and provides a voice for the United States Attorneys in making Department policy. 


“These United States Attorneys have played a vital role in fighting crime, preventing terrorism and serving justice in their communities all across America,” said Ashcroft.  “In the coming year, I will be calling on the Advisory Committee to continue its efforts to combat terrorism and corporate fraud, as well as to aggressively prosecute gun crime, drug trafficking, civil rights violations, obscenity and environmental matters.  The new members bring a wealth of experience and expertise to the Advisory Committee as it continues to represent the United States Attorneys in furthering the goals of justice, and I am honored that they have agreed to serve.”


General Ashcroft also has extended for one year the terms of three current members of the Committee, all of whom have served on the Attorney General’s Advisory Committee throughout the Attorney General’s term: Montana U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer; U.S. Attorney Paul L. McNulty of Alexandria, Virginia; and U.S. Attorney Patrick J. Fitzgerald of Chicago.  


 Mercer stated, “I appreciate the opportunity to serve as an advisor to the Attorney General.  It also gives me the ability to bring the perspectives and concerns of Montana to those who are responsible for policy decisions.”


 Mercer continues to serve as the chairman of the Attorney General’s Advisory Subcommittee on sentencing guidelines.
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