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MONTANA DEFENDANT JESSICA SUE TAYLOR PLEADS GUILTY IN MICHIGAN FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Marquette, Michigan, on January 20, 2004, in a case originally before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy in Helena, JESSICA SUE TAYLOR, age 25, pled guilty to charges of bank embezzlement. Sentencing is set for May 24, 2004 in Marquette.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that from October 30, 2001 and continuing until November 9, 2001 at Helena, TAYLOR, then an employee of Wells Fargo Bank, embezzled in excess of $1,000 in assets of the bank and created fictitious customer transactions or inflated legitimate customer transactions to obtain over $10,000 from the moneys entrusted to her as a teller.


The case was prosecuted in Michigan pursuant to Rule 20 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, which allows a defendant to waive trial in the district in which the indictment is pending and consent to disposition of the case in the district in which she was arrested, held, or present.  


She faces possible penalties of 30 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme of the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Billings was the assigned prosecutor for the United States.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Lochner of the Western District of Michigan handled the Michigan portion of the case.


The investigation was conducted by the Helena Police Department.
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