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FIDEL CASTRO-GONZALEZ SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on January 22, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, FIDEL CASTRO-GONZALEZ, age 41, appeared for sentencing.  CASTRO-GONZALEZ was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 8 months

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


CASTRO-GONZALES was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to illegal re-entry of a deported alien.  On July 7, 2003, CASTRO-GONZALEZ was found in the United States;  at that time CASTRO-GONZALEZ was an alien and citizen of Mexico who had previously been deported; and CASTRO-GONZALEZ had not received permission from the Attorney General of the United States or his successor, the Secretary for Homeland Security to apply for re-entry.


On July 7, 2003, near Missoula, CASTRO-GONZALEZ was arrested after a traffic stop.  During the course of this arrest, the Missoula County Sheriff’s Department submitted a 10-print fingerprint card to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for classification and identification.  The fingerprint technicians at the FBI Special Processing Center examined the fingerprints and determined that they matched the fingerprints of a person named FIDEL CASTRO-GONZALEZ, a previously deported Mexican.  A records check by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement determined that CASTRO-GONZALEZ had previously been deported from Atlanta, Georgia on July 30, 2000 and had not received permission from the Attorney General or his designee before re-entering the United States.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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