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FRANCISCO SABRINA-RODRIGUEZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 22, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, FRANCISCO SABRINA-RODRIGUEZ pled guilty to charges of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for April 22, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.


SABRINA-RODRIGUEZ acknowledged that on April 26, 2003 a law enforcement officer with the Bureau of Indian Affairs went to a property on the Northern Cheyenne reservation to have a trailer removed that was illegally parked on that property.  The officer made contact with the two male occupants of the trailer and noticed what appeared to be drug packaging material in plain view in the trailer and in a garbage can outside the trailer.  The officer arrested SABRINA-RODRIGUEZ and the other occupant, who escaped in handcuffs.  The officer made arrangements to impound both the car and trailer, but the car would not start.  When the officer looked under the hood to see what the problem was, he located a bag of methamphetamine.  After a search warrant was obtained, another bag of methamphetamine was found in the trailer hidden inside a duffle bag.  Fingerprints on some of the drug packaging material found in the trailer were identified as belonging to SABRINA-RODRIGUEZ.



 


He faces possible penalties of 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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