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CLIFFORD RUSSELL, JR. SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 15, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, CLIFFORD RUSSELL JR. appeared for sentencing. RUSSELL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: Conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine - 5 years, 10 months





  Distribution of methamphetamine - 5 years, 10 months





  Sentences to run concurrently
! 


Special Assessment: $200 

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


RUSSELL was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine. In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that beginning in approximately November of 2002, RUSSELL began obtaining methamphetamine from four other co-defendants for redistribution in the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation area.  The four traveled from Utah with methamphetamine and marijuana and stayed at RUSSELL’s residence where RUSSELL then distributed the methamphetamine.  RUSSELL and the co-defendants conspired to distribute the methamphetamine.  RUSSELL wired funds to the group in Utah and they delivered the narcotics to him.  On March 26, 2003, a cooperating witness purchased two grams of methamphetamine from RUSSELL at his home in Lame Deer.







Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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