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MICHAEL ELLIS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 22, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MICHAEL ELLIS, age 42, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute marijuana and possession with intent to distribute marijuana. Sentencing is set for April 2, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.


Ellis acknowledged that from April 1998 and continuing beyond August 1998 that he conspired to obtain and possess marijuana from various sources both inside and outside of Montana; to transport the marijuana into Montana for distribution in Billings and other areas, and to distribute the marijuana for cash or other items.


For the charge of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute marijuana, ELLIS faces possible penalties of 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For the charge of possession with intent to distribute marijuana, he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.
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