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GAYLON LANCE LAMEWOMAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 28, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, GAYLON LANCE LAMEWOMAN, a 23-year-old resident of Lame Deer, pled guilty to charges of distribution of marijuana, distribution of marijuana to an individual under the age of 21 and tampering with a witness, victim or informant.  Sentencing is set for April 21, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 10, 2003, at Lame Deer, LAMEWOMAN distributed marijuana to other individuals.  A cooperating witness purchased marijuana from LAMEWOMAN at his residence in Lame Deer.  


On a number of occasions at Lame Deer, LAMEWOMAN distributed marijuana to an individual under the age of 21.  A male juvenile reported to law enforcement that LAMEWOMAN had sold marijuana to him at LAMEWOMAN’s residence beginning in the fall of 2001 and continuing until the summer of 2002.  



On July 27, 2003, at Lame Deer, LAMEWOMAN used intimidation and threats with the intent to prevent a witness from testifying or making statements against him.  On that date, a juvenile male rode with a friend to LAMEWOMAN’s residence and waited outside in the car.  When LAMEWOMAN was told that the juvenile male was outside, he went out and asked the juvenile if he should hit him now or later and ordered both he and his friend inside the LAMEWOMAN residence.  LAMEWOMAN then pulled out Federal Bureau of Investigation reports containing the statement that the juvenile had given to law enforcement in another pending drug case.  Three other males entered the residence and stood behind LAMEWOMAN while he accused the juvenile of being a narcotics informant, and then ordered him to remove jewelry that he had on his person and give it to LAMEWOMAN.  The juvenile complied, giving a number of items of jewelry to LAMEWOMAN.  LAMEWOMAN kept some of the jewelry saying that it was for other persons.  LAMEWOMAN then told the juvenile that he didn’t mind going to jail for assault and told him to get out of his house.  The juvenile and his friend both fled, and were very frightened during the incident, believing that they were about to be assaulted.  LAMEWOMAN’s conduct was directed towards the juvenile who was either a  witness, victim or informant in the other pending drug case.  A search warrant done on LAMEWOMAN’s residence resulted in the recovery of some of the juvenile’s jewelry.





For the charge of distribution of marijuana, LAMEWOMAN faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and at least 2 years supervised release.  For the charge of distribution of marijuana to an individual under the age of 21, LAMEWOMAN faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For the charge of tampering with a witness, victim or informant, LAMEWOMAN faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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