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JASON DEAN PITSCH PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 28, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, JASON DEAN PITSCH, a 34-year-old resident of Crow Agency, pled guilty to charges of possession of child pornography.  PITSCH will also forfeit all property used to commit the offense.  Sentencing is set for April 21, at 9:15 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that from March 2001 to April 2001, at Crow Agency, PITSCH possessed child pornography.  PITSCH is a prior convicted child pornographer who was on probation for that offense.  During his probationary period, he was supervised by a federal probation officer.  At the very end of PITSCH’s probationary period, the probation officer received information that PITSCH had been using computers in violation of his probation sentence.  Two computers that PITSCH had been using were seized and images of child pornography were located on them.
The images had been transmitted via the Internet.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Internal Revenue Service.
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