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WILLIAM LLOYD BERRIGAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on January 29, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, WILLIAM LLOYD BERRIGAN, age 55, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  BERRIGAN will also forfeit any property constituting or derived from proceeds obtained directly or indirectly as a result of the offense.  Sentencing is set for May 6, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that between September 2002 and continuing through April 6, 2003, BERRIGAN joined a conspiracy which obtained controlled substances with the intent to redistribute them. During the period of the conspiracy, one person would obtain controlled substances including methamphetamine and  cocaine for redistribution to others.  BERRIGAN traveled to various locations, sometimes with others, to pick up controlled substances from a supplier in the state of Washington.  BERRIGAN paid the supplier directly in cash or, indirectly, at least in part, by wire transfer for the controlled substances.


On February 10, 2003 BERRIGAN was found to be in possession of methamphetamine, cash, and a receipt for a Western Union Wire transfer reflecting the wire transfer of money from himself to the supplier.  BERRIGAN facilitated the flow of drugs from the supplier to others by picking up controlled substances and delivering them to another person.  BERRIGAN also facilitated the flow of drugs to others by either introducing others to the supplier or by  vouching for others, so the supplier would deliver drugs to these other individuals.  BERRIGAN would receive a small portion of the controlled substances for his part in facilitating the flow of drugs to others. 


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000  fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force in Helena, the Coeur d’Alene, Idaho Police Department and the Kootenai County, Idaho Sheriff’s Office.
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