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SYLVESTER NORMAN KNOWS HIS GUN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 30, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, SYLVESTER KNOWS HIS GUN, a resident of Crow Agency, pled guilty to charges of aggravated sexual abuse. Sentencing is set for May 5, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that from June through August of 2001, KNOWS HIS GUN knowingly engaged in sexual acts with a child who had not attained the age of twelve years. 


The investigation began when the victim’s parents learned from the child that the child had been sexually abused by KNOWS HIS GUN while the child was staying with relatives during the summer of 2001.  The child, then age four, reported that KNOWS HIS GUN had engaged in improper sexual touching during that time.  The investigation revealed that the incidents occurred at Crow Agency, which is within the boundaries of the Crow Indian Reservation.  When questioned, KNOWS HIS GUN admitted that the inappropriate sexual acts had occurred.


He faces possible penalties of any term of years or life in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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