	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639


CLIFFORD DUANE WOGAMON AND DEBRA KAY WOGAMON  PLEAD GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on January 29, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, Helena residents CLIFFORD DUANE WOGAMON, age 49, and DEBRA KAY WOGAMON, age 45, pled guilty to charges of maintaining premises for the purpose of distributing or using a controlled substance, distribution of methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and illegal drug user in possession of a firearm.  The WOGAMONs will also forfeit any property constituting or derived from proceeds obtained directly or indirectly as a result of the violations.  Sentencing is set for April 29, 2004, at 10:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that Law enforcement officers would testify that on September 30, 2003, and before, at Helena, Clifford WOGAMON and Debra Kay WOGAMON resided in Helena and knowingly maintained a premises for the distribution of methamphetamine.  On that date, law enforcement officers recovered methamphetamine from the WOGAMON’s residence.  Clifford WOGAMON admitted that he and his wife,  Debra Kay WOGAMON,  had obtained the methamphetamine on September 26, 2003 and transported the methamphetamine to their residence where it was stored until it was seized by law enforcement.


Law enforcement officers also recovered methamphetamine at a school in Helena.  The subsequent investigation revealed that the methamphetamine had originated from the WOGAMON’s residence. 


The WOGAMONS admitted to law enforcement officers that the methamphetamine acquired by them was acquired for their own personal use as well as for distribution to their friends with whom they would share the methamphetamine.


Law enforcement also recovered a 357 Magnum handgun from the WOGAMON’s residence.  Clifford WOGAMON admitted the gun belonged to him.  WOGAMON also admitted to law enforcement that he was a frequent methamphetamine user.  Also, the handgun was not manufactured in the State of Montana and would have had to travel in interstate commerce prior to the time it was possessed on September 30, 2003 by Clifford WOGAMON.


For the charge of maintaining premises for the purpose of distributing or using a controlled substance, the WOGAMONs face possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of distribution of methamphetamine they face possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine, 3 years supervised release and loss of some federal benefits.  For the charge of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine they face possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine, 3 years supervised release and loss of some federal benefits.  For the charge of illegal drug user in possession of a firearm they face possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force in Helena.
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