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DAVID GERALD KNIPPEL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 30, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, DAVID GERALD KNIPPEL, a 34-year-old resident of Miles City, appeared for sentencing. KNIPPEL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years, 10 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200 

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years

! 


Restitution: $2,685.31 (for meth-lab clean-up)

! 


Forfeiture: 1992 Ford pickup





       6 firearms


KNIPPEL was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine and possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug-trafficking crime.  


During a search on KNIPPEL’s residence on December 16, 2002, numerous items were located indicating the presence of precursors to methamphetamine and a methamphetamine lab. 


The December 16, 2002 search revealed a hidden surveillance camera which showed a live image of the porch area and front door of KNIPPEL’s house. The livingroom/kitchen area of the house contained numerous items relating to the manufacture of methamphetamine, one hand gun and three rifles.  The master bedroom in the house contained numerous items related to the manufacture of methamphetamine, a rifle and two scales of the type used for weighing methamphetamine.


On December 17, 2002 a search warrant was executed on a vehicle belonging to KNIPPEL.  Authorities found a pistol and numerous boxes of the same type of pseudoephedrine tablets that were also found in the house.  


 In relation to this charge, KNIPPEL was responsible for manufacturing between 50 and 200 grams of a mixture containing d-methamphetamine.  


KNIPPEL obtained pseudoephedrine from various individuals and exchanged manufactured methamphetamine in payment for the pseudoephedrine and other ingredients.  All of the ingredients needed to manufacture methamphetamine were found in the searches of KNIPPEL’s home and vehicle.  KNIPPEL acted with others in manufacturing methamphetamine by use of the “Birch” method, using, among other materials, lithium batteries, pseudoephedrine tablets and anhydrus ammonia.  During the conspiracy to manufacture, KNIPPEL knowingly used, carried or possessed firearms in relation to the drug-trafficking crime.


KNIPPEL used or possessed firearms and used a pickup during the crime and the United States is entitled to the forfeiture of the above described property.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Eastern Montana Drug Task Force.
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