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ANGELA MORK PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings on February 2, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ANGELA MORK, a resident of Miles City, pled guilty to charges of bank fraud. Sentencing is set for May 12, 2004, at 10:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about July 12, 2001, and continuing until on or about May 2002, in Miles City MORK, devised and intended to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud financial institutions whose deposits were insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance corporation; that is, Wells Fargo Bank and Rocky Mountain Bank, and to obtain money owed by or under the custody, care and control of the same institutions by means of false, fictitious and fraudulent statements, representations or promises. 


Specifically, MORK obtained a loan from Wells Fargo Bank for $35,000 for the purchase of a 2001 Chevy Suburban and represented to the bank the vehicle was free and clear of liens.  However, she knew as title clerk, that the prior owner of the vehicle.  She also knew the vehicle and had not been paid for the vehicle and was still listed on the title as owner of the vehicle; and also having reason to know that the vehicle had been listed on the Rocky Mountain Bank Floor plan; and later allowed this same vehicle she represented to have purchased to be resold on or about December 28, 2001,  to an employee of TAW, Inc. without payment of the loan from Wells Fargo Bank.  She allowed the employee to utilize the same vehicle to obtain a loan from Bank of Baker purporting the title to be free and clear of liens, when in fact the same suburban was subject to the ownership claim of the true owner and subject to lien claims by Wells Fargo and Rocky Mountain Bank.


She faces possible penalties of 30 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Victoria Francis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the State of Montana Department of Motor Vehicle.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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