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MARK TODD MARTINEZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on February 4, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MARK TODD MARTINEZ, age 35, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for May 12, 2004, at 10:00 a.m.


MARTINEZ acknowledged that in February of 2001, MARTINEZ and a co-defendant drove to Stockton, California to pick up methamphetamine after receiving a phone call advising him there was ten pounds of methamphetamine waiting for him in Stockton.  MARTINEZ  later rented a storage unit in Billings where the methamphetamine was stored.  MARTINEZ sold methamphetamine at a bar in Billings.


He faces possible penalties of 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.
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