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JOSEPH EDWARD BROWN, SR PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 5, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOSEPH EDWARD BROWN, SR, a 66-year-old resident of Harlem, pled guilty to charges of abusive sexual contact. Sentencing is set for May 20, 2004, at 8:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the years of 1999 through 2002, on several occasions at BROWN’s residence in Harlem, which in within the boundaries of the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, BROWN engaged in sexual contact with a person less than 16 years of age.  The victim was interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation after having disclosed to Social Services that BROWN had touched her inappropriately when she was approximately twelve years old, and had done so on several other occasions when she was approximately thirteen or fourteen years old.  There were also some additional allegations made about conduct that occurred in Laurel.  This information was forwarded to the local police by the FBI.


On April 24, 2003, BROWN was interviewed by the FBI.  He admitted to some of the conduct reported by the victim that had occurred in Laurel, but denied all other allegations.  On June 12, 2003, BROWN was re-interviewed and made admissions that he inappropriately touched the victim at his residence.


He faces possible penalties of 2 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at 406/247-4653
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