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CHARLES JOSEPH WOOD PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 5, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CHARLES JOSEPH WOOD, a 49-year-old resident of Box Elder, pled guilty to charges of assault with a dangerous weapon. Sentencing is set for May 20, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.


WOOD acknowledged that on May 1, 2003, on Upper Duck Creek Road, which is within the boundaries of the Rocky Boys’ Indian Reservation, WOOD assaulted another person with a vehicle with the intent to do bodily harm.


On May 1, 2003, WOOD’s wife was at work.  WOOD and his wife were having marital difficulties at the time.  WOOD came to his wife’s place of  work to discuss their problems, which they did in the WOOD’s car parked outside of the building.  WOOD suggested that they go somewhere for lunch.  WOOD’s wife advised that she had to return to work, but WOOD drove away anyway with his wife in the passenger seat.  WOOD’s wife yelled to a co-worker to call the police.  The police were advised of the situation and were told it was a potential domestic abuse – kidnaping situation.


At some point, tribal police tried to execute a traffic stop.  WOOD refused to stop the vehicle, however, and a police pursuit ensued.  During the pursuit, WOOD told his wife that he was not going to stop the vehicle, and that he was going to hit one of the police cruisers head on.  WOOD advised his wife to either jump out of the vehicle or die with him.  At one point during the pursuit, a tribal police officer positioned his vehicle in front of WOOD’s vehicle.  The pursuit ended when the defendant rammed the back of the officer’s vehicle.  


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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