	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



STANFORD M. CLINTON, JR PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on February 11, 2004, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, STANFORD M. CLINTON, JR pled guilty to misdemeanor charges of unauthorized range treatment.  Sentencing is set for May 13.


CLINTON acknowledged that in August of 2000, he knowingly used poison on federal lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  On July 29, 2000 the BLM advised CLINTON that it would not authorize the poisoning of prairie dogs on federal lands adjacent to the Three Bar Ranch in Powder River County.  CLINTON proceeded without authorization and directed the use of poison to eradicate prairie dogs on approximately 58 acres of actively occupied federal land administered by the BLM.


He faces possible penalties of 1 year incarceration, a $100,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Leif Johnson prosecuted the case for the United States.
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