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RAYMOND THOMAS TETZLAFF SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on February 13, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Malloy, RAYMOND THOMAS TETZLAFF, a 21-year-old resident of Great Falls, appeared for sentencing. TETZLAFF was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 7 years, 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200 

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Forfeiture: $25,000


TETZLAFF was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and carrying a firearm during the commission of a drug-trafficking crime.  On February 14, 2003, a Montana Highway Patrol Officer stopped a speeding car in Missoula County.  TETZLAFF was a passenger in the vehicle and was arrested on an outstanding warrant.


During the stop, the officer briefly saw a blue backpack in the front seat of the car and  also observed drug paraphernalia in a mesh pocket of the backpack.


A detention officer at the jail recovered more than $700 in cash, a pipe and methamphetamine from TETZLAFF.  The driver of the vehicle stated TETZLAFF had concealed a handgun under the passenger side of the vehicle.

On February 17, 2003, the arresting officer searched the vehicle and found a .380 handgun under the passenger side.  He also searched the blue mesh backpack and found a large amount of suspected marijuana and methamphetamine.  The backpack also contained a small scale commonly used by drug dealers to weigh drugs for street sales.


TETZLAFF was engaged in the distribution of marijuana and methamphetamine in the time frame which included February 14, 2003.  A witness reported that TETZLAFF was unwilling to leave his drugs where they might be stolen, so he habitually carried his supply of drugs with him.  He also reported that TETZLAFF carried a handgun with him in order to prevent robbery of his drugs.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Central Montana Drug Task Force and the Missoula High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task Force.
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