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BRIAN EDWARD BARKER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on February 13, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, BRIAN EDWARD BARKER, a 44-year-old resident of Great Falls, appeared for sentencing. BARKER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 13 years, 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Forfeiture: $25,000


BARKER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  On December 27, 2002 a Great Falls police officer observed a blue Pontiac traveling at a high rate of speed.  The officer then observed a second vehicle, a Buick Skylark, also traveling at a high rate of speed.  The Skylark  turned the same corner at which the first car had turned a moment earlier, scraping its front end.  

The officer followed both vehicles, which parked in a parking lot at a Great Falls business.  The officer saw the driver of the Buick Skylark approach the first vehicle and begin speaking to the driver of that vehicle.  As the officer pulled into the parking lot, the person who had been driving the Skylark moved from the driver’s side of the first vehicle to the passenger side of the Buick Skylark.  The officer then approached the man, who he ultimately learned was BARKER.  At that juncture, the first vehicle drove away from the parking lot.  

The officer asked BARKER why he was speeding.  BARKER denied he had been speeding and moved toward the rear passenger door of the Buick Skylark.  Simultaneously, the officer noticed the Buick’s brakes were smoking.  An employee of the business where the cars were parked used a fire extinguisher to put out the fire to the brakes.  The officer contacted his dispatcher and requested officer assistance and fire suppression assistance.  

The business employee and a customer of the business told the officer they had seen BARKER toss something under the vehicle.  The officer looked under the Buick and found a vial containing suspected methamphetamine.  The officer handcuffed BARKER and searched him.  The officer found suspected marijuana, methamphetamine, and over $3,000.00 in cash. At that time, the officer arrested BARKER and impounded his vehicle.  The vehicle was searched on January 2, 2003, and officers found approximately 167 grams of methamphetamine in the vehicle.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Missoula Police Department, the Drug Enforcement Administration and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force.
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