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CHRIS CLAYTON HOADLEY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on February 13, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, CHRIS CLAYTON HOADLEY, a 54-year-old resident of Roundup, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”  Sentencing is set for May 13, 2004.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on October 24, 2003, a special agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives received information that HOADLEY was in possession of a .30-06 rifle.  Upon further inquiry, the agent learned that HOADLEY had been convicted on November 9, 1972 in Genesee County Circuit Court in Flint, Michigan of felony assault with the intent to rob while armed.  


On October 30, 2003, a search warrant was executed at HOADLEY’s residence, at which time a 16-gauge shotgun, a.30-06 rifle, a .22 caliber bolt-action rifle, and approximately 476 rounds of ammunition were seized.  HOADLEY admitted to possessing the firearms, but claimed he owned only the .22 rifle. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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