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DAVID LEE MCKINNEY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 18, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DAVID LEE MCKINNEY, a 27-year-old resident of Florence, Colorado, pled guilty to charges of assault on a federal officer and simple assault on a federal officer.  Sentencing is set for June 14, 2004, at 1:30 P.M.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on March 8, 2002, local law enforcement in Havre were advised that a burglary had occurred at a Havre residence.  Items taken in the burglary included two .357 magnum revolvers.  Investigation led to the indictment of MCKINNEY.


MCKINNEY pled Guilty to the stolen firearm charge, and the Court remanded MCKINNEY for a 46 month sentence.  On January 9, 2003, as MCKINNEY was being placed back in the United States Marshal’s lock-up on the second floor of the Great Falls Courthouse, MCKINNEY assaulted two United States Deputy Marshals while they were engaged in their official duties.  MCKINNEY spit on one deputy marshal and attempted to head-butt another deputy marshal.  


For the charge of assault on a federal officer, MCKINNEY faces possible penalties of 8 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of simple assault on a federal officer, he faces possible penalties of 1 year in prison, a $100,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the U.S. Marshals Service.

# # #

_1106563383.bin

