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DEAN AND GALE RUTH SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on February 17, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DEAN E. RUTH, a 37-year-old resident of Seeley Lake, and GALE M. RUTH, JR, a 25-year-old resident of Pleasantville, Pennsylvania, appeared for sentencing. 


DEAN E. RUTH was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 months

! 


Special Assessment: $300 

! 


Supervised Release: 2

! 


Community Service: 100 hours

! 


Resitution: $1500


GALE M. RUTH, JR was sentenced to a term of: ?

! 


Probation: 4 years

! 


Special Assessment: $200 

! 


Restitution: $1500

! 


Community Service: 100 hours


The RUTHS were sentenced after a 2-day trial where a jury found them guilty of conspiracy to violate the Lacey Act and Lacey Act violation.  The jury found that in October, 1998, GALE RUTH,  JR traveled with a another co-defendant from Pennsylvania to Montana for the purpose of hunting big game.  DEAN E. RUTH guided GALE RUTH, JR and the other co-defendant on big game hunts in Montana.  The other co-defendant, at the direction of DEAN RUTH, shot and killed a buck antelope without first obtaining a license or a permit to hunt antelope in Montana.  GALE RUTH,  JR then transferred a Montana resident antelope hunting license or permit issued to GALE RUTH, SR to the antelope buck killed by the other co-defendant.  In addition, the other co-defendant shot and killed a mule-deer buck without first obtaining a license or permit.  Again, GALE RUTH, JR transferred a Montana-resident deer-hunting license or permit issued to GALE RUTH, SR to the mule-deer buck killed by the other co-defendant.  The other co-defendant and GALE RUTH, JR paid DEAN E. RUTH $1500 in cash.  GALE RUTH, JR and the other co-defendant then transported the mule-deer buck and antelope buck from Montana to Pennsylvania.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Service.
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