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KENT MICHAEL STONER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on February 18, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, KENT MICHAEL STONER, a 31-year-old resident of Missoula, pled guilty to charges of bank robbery.  Sentencing is set for May 27, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on January 11, 2002, a man wearing a yellow jacket and a dark mask entered the Clark Fork Valley Bank in Frenchtown and approached a teller.  The man pointed what appeared to be a handgun at a teller, told her to get off the phone and demanded money.  The man told a second bank employee to quit blowing her nose, to put her arms to her side,  and not to look at him.  The man told a third bank employee not to look at him.


The man then told the teller to get the key to the vault.  When the teller got the key, the man took her to the vault and directed her to open it.  After she opened it, the man told the teller to stand in a corner of the vault and turn around.  The teller believed the gun was real and was afraid for her life.


The man took $62,500 belonging to the bank and placed it in a white plastic bag.  The robber then exited out the back door of the bank with the money, got on a bicycle and rode toward the parking lot of Frenchies which was close by.


The bank manager left the bank and followed the robber in his vehicle.  The robber rode the bicycle to a vehicle in the parking lot of Frenchies, took off his mask and some of his clothes and put them in the trunk of his vehicle.  The robber then drove his vehicle out of the parking lot and eventually drove on to I-90 eastbound.  The bank manager continued following the robber’s vehicle and kept it in sight.  He also called law enforcement on a cell phone while following the vehicle.


Missoula County sheriff’s deputies responded to the manager’s call and stopped the robber’s vehicle before the Highway 93 intersection.  The driver was arrested and identified as KENT MICHAEL STONER.


After a search warrant was obtained, STONER’s vehicle was searched and a yellow jacket, dark ski mask, B.B. gun pistol, bicycle, notes and audio tape of planning the robbery, white plastic bag, $62,500 of cash and other items were found.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme prosecuted the case for the United States. 


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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