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JEREMY D. KEISER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 19, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JEREMY D. KEISER, a 23-year-old resident of Frazer, appeared for sentencing. KEISER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years, 3 months

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


KEISER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to assault resulting in serious bodily injury.  On the morning of May 25, 2002, the female victim returned to her home in Frazer, Montana.  The victim lived at the residence with KEISER.  Upon her return, KEISER became angry with her and struck her with his fists on the left and right side of her head.  She lost consciousness immediately. 


The victim regained consciousness a short while later.  Her head was hurting badly and she was vomiting.  She had KEISER take her to Trinity hospital in Wolf Point, Montana.  She was given medication for pain and released. 


Over the next few days, the victim continued to suffer severe head pain and vomiting.  On May 29, 2002, the victim was transported to Billings Deaconess Hospital, where she was treated by a neurosurgeon.  When she arrived at Billings Deaconess, she had right side paralysis and could not talk.  The neurosurgeon determined that the victim had suffered severe bleeding on the left side of her brain.  She remained hospitalized for the next eight days.  


Following her discharge on June 6, 2002, the neurosurgeon continued to treat her.  On September 26, 2002, the neurosurgeon performed a computer tomography (C.T.) scan of the her brain which showed some post-traumatic tissue loss.  The neurosurgeon also rated her speech as mildly impaired, and noted that she seemed to have some intellectual impairment which might be permanent.  The neurosurgeon categorized the injury as serious. 


KEISER was interviewed on October 25, 2002.  During his interview, KEISER advised that he and the victim got into a fight at their residence in Frazer, Montana, on May 25, 2002.  He stated that he backhanded her behind the head, causing her to fall to the ground.  He also stated that he might have struck her again, but he did not recall as he was severely intoxicated.  Later in the evening, KEISER observed that the victim was acting funny and he drove her to the hospital.  During the following three days KEISER observed that the victim remained in bed, was vomiting, would not eat, could not hear and could not talk.     


The residence at which the assault occurred is within the exterior boundaries of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Fort Peck Criminal Investigations Unit and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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