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HARVEY JAMES HACKETT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 19, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, HARVEY JAMES HACKETT, a 36-year-old resident of Norfolk, Nebraska, appeared for sentencing. HACKETT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 years, 8 months

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years


HACKETT was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and being an armed career criminal.  On July 26th, 2002, HACKETT and his girlfriend attempted to take an undeclared firearm into Canada through the Coutts, Alberta, Port of Entry.  HACKETT and his girlfriend were also traveling with the girlfriend’s infant daughter. 


Upon arriving at the Coutts Port of Entry, HACKETT and his girlfriend declared that they were not transporting any firearms.  The two told Canadian port authorities that they were simply traveling to Canada just to say that they had been there.  Because there was an odor of alcohol on HACKETT, Canadian Customs Officers administered a breath analysis.  After administering the breath analysis test, Canadian Customs Officers conducted a pat-down search of HACKETT. No contraband was found on his person. 


HACKETT, spontaneously and not in response to any inquiry by the Canadians, declared that he and his girlfriend had a gun hidden underneath the baby seat in the car. HACKETT explained that he and his girlfriend had put money toward the purchase of the firearm which they had bought from someone at a gas station in South Dakota for $35. 


Canadian authorities then retrieved the handgun from the car.  Examination of the weapon revealed that it was Ruger .22 caliber handgun with four rounds in the magazine and one round in the chamber.  Canadian Customs also discovered that both the model number and serial number of the gun had been removed. Canadian Customs seized the handgun and refused entry. HACKETT admitted to the Canadians that, since he is a convicted felon, he had to say the gun belonged to his girlfriend.   

HACKETT and his girlfriend and the child then returned to the United States through the Sweetgrass Port of Entry.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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