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KATHLEEN MARIE WEGNER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on February 20, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, KATHLEEN MARIE WEGNER appeared for sentencing. WEGNER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $400 

! 


Restitution: $2,058.52 (Medicaid)


WEGNER was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to 2 counts of acquiring possession of a controlled substance by misrepresentation, 1 count of distribution of a controlled substance and 1 count of health care fraud.  In December of 2002, the Inspector General’s Office for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (OIG) received allegations that WEGNER may have provided false or forged prescriptions to local pharmacies during her employment as a registered nurse.  During the investigation, it was also alleged that WEGNER had fraudulently prescribed large amounts of narcotics for her husband.


The OIG and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) investigated the allegations and learned that WEGNER had fraudulently obtained narcotics by phoning in false prescriptions to pharmacies, picking up those prescriptions herself and having the costs billed to Medicaid via the mail.  WEGNER forged physician signatures on numerous DEA Narcotic Order Forms and filled those prescriptions for her own use.  When questioned, WEGNER admitted that she had done these activities to obtain various Schedule II and III narcotics including Meperidine, Demerol, Fentanyl, and Hydrocodone for herself.


WEGNER also admitted that she had received telephonic requests from her husband for narcotics and that she would telephonically prescribe unauthorized narcotics for him by indicating that the prescriptions were authorized by the physicians for whom she worked.  Records indicated that WEGNER fraudulently distributed 4100 doses of Lortab, 560 doses of Hydrocodone and 2900 doses of Norco, Schedule II and III narcotics.


Records reviewed indicated that WEGNER had falsified prescriptions for several actual patients, then picked up those narcotics, and had the bill falsely submitted to Medicaid for payment.  Contacts with those patients revealed that they had never been in for those visits, nor prescribed those narcotics.  WEGNER received 3362 doses of Hydrocodone, a Schedule III controlled substance, for which Medicaid paid $2058.52.


The total doses of drugs fraudulently obtained by WEGNER were 5793 doses of Hydrocodone and 484 doses of Demerol, Meperidine and Fentanyl.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a conducted by the Inspector General’s Office for the United States Department of Health and Human Services.
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