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JOHN CHARLES GARCES, JR. SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on February 20, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JOHN CHARLES GARCES, JR., age 44, appeared for sentencing. GARCES was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years, 5 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


GARCES was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  On May 3, 2003, in Helena, GARCES, JR possessed a loaded handgun after having at least two prior felony convictions: one in California in 1984 for attempted burglary and in Colorado in 1997 for theft of a motor vehicle.  GARCES JR had received a 2-year prison sentence for the Colorado offense.


During the early morning hours of May 3, 2003, Lewis and Clark County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) deputies were called to an assault report.  An individual reported that a female friend was assaulted by GARCES, JR.  LCSO deputies drove to female’s residence to check on her welfare.  As the deputies approached, GARCES, JR was walking away from the residence.  GARCES, JR had a hand inside his coat, appearing to hide something.  The deputies ordered GARCES, JR to remove his hand and place both hands in the air.  GARCES, JR turned around and headed back toward the residence.  One of the deputies observed a handgun butt sticking out of GARCES, JR’s  coat pocket.  The deputies physically took GARCES, JR’s hands and removed the handgun.  The handgun had a round in the chamber.  The deputies also removed 77 rounds of ammunition from GARCES, JR’s pocket.  GARCES, JR stated that the handgun belonged to the female.  
After waiving his Miranda rights, GARCES, JR admitted to possessing the handgun.  GARCES, JR did not recall shooting the pistol on that day.  GARCES, JR stated that the female bought the pistol on May 1, 2003, and that he probably took the pistol out to test fire it.  GARCES, JR did not think that he would have harmed anyone with the pistol.  He also admitted he was very intoxicated that evening.


A special agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives interviewed GARCES, JR.  GARCES, JR admitted to that he fired the pistol after he showed the female how to load and shoot it.  He also admitted that he had the pistol on his person the night of the arrest.  GARCES, JR admitted to numerous prior arrests but could not recall which ones were felony convictions.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Lewis and Clark County Sheriff’s Office.
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