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THOMAS ANTHONY FERRARA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on February 20, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, THOMAS ANTHONY FERRARA, age 39, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm, theft of identity, credit card fraud, mail theft and false statement.  Sentencing is set for June 9, 2004, at 9:00 A.M.  FERRARA remains in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service/ is currently released on his/her own recognizance with conditions.


FERRARA acknowledged that on February 7, 2003, he knowingly possessed a cache of at least 7 firearms after having been convicted of prior felonies on January 27, 1988 in Massachusets and on January 5, 1989 and March 24, 1994 in Florida.  FERRARA brought the 7 firearms to a sporting goods store in Billings.  Employees at the sporting goods store evaluated the guns to establish their value and identified FERRARA as the possessor of the firearms.  FERRARA advised that he and a business associate were going to donate the money to a missing children fund because his daughter had been abducted and he felt compelled to support the organization that had been so helpful to him.  


FERRARA also acknowledged that beginning in October of 2002 and continuing until March of 2003, he knowingly used the identification of another person with the intent to commit credit card fraud.  On January 7, 2003, FERRARA stole a letter belonging to another individual from a post-office-box at a post office in Billings.  He then completed a  “mail forwarding change of address” postal service form and forged the individual’s name and signature.  The form directed the postal service to forward the individual’s mail to a post office box rented by FERRARA.  As a result, FERRARA was able to obtain the individual’s credit-card information.  On January 22, 2003, he used the credit-card information to obtain over $1000 worth of goods and services.  FERRARA also made other purchases on various stolen accounts from October 2002 to March of 2003.


For the charge of felon-in-possession of a firearm, FERRARA faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of theft of identity, he faces possible penalties of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of credit card fraud, he faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of mail theft, he faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of false statement, he faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the United States Postal Inspector, the Billings Police Department and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

# # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
_1106563383.bin

