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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in Missoula,  on February 23, 2004, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Leif B. Erickson, the following individual was arraigned:


DANIEL MASON UDALL, age 42, appeared on charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for March 4, 2004.  He is currently detained.  If convicted of this charge, UDALL faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


During a federal court session in Billings,  on February 23, 2004, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson the following individuals were arraigned:


LISA REE COUNTS appeared on charges of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute and possession of a firearm during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime.  COUNTS is a 41-year-old resident of Belgrade.  She is currently released on her own recognizance with conditions.  If convicted of the charge of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute, COUNTS faces penalties of  years 20 in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and at least 3 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of possession of a firearm during and relation to a drug trafficking offense, she faces penalties of a minimum mandatory 5 years in prison, consecutive to any other sentence imposed in connection to a drug offense.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Missouri River Drug Task Force.


CHARLES LEO KILLSNIGHT appeared on charges of sexual abuse of a minor.  KILLSNIGHT is a 23-year-old resident of Lame Deer.  He is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.  If convicted of this charge,  KILLSNIGHT faces penalties of 15  years in prison, a $250,000 fine and lifetime years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


PAUL NOMEE III, age 41, appeared on charges of aggravated sexual abuse and abusive sexual contact.  He is currently detained at the Federal Detention Center in Seattle, Washington.  If convicted of the charge of aggravated sexual abuse, NOMEE faces penalties of life in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of abusive sexual contact, he faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau if Indian Affairs.


JANET SEES THE GROUND appeared on charges of theft from an organization receiving federal funds and larceny. SEES THE GROUND is a 42-year-old resident of Pryor.  She is currently released on his/her own recognizance with conditions.  If convicted of the charge of theft from an organization receiving federal funds,  SEES THE GROUND faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of larceny, she faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


SHAUNA LYNN WOODWARD appeared on charges of embezzlement or theft of government property.  WOODWARD is a 35-year-old resident of Billings.  She is currently released on her own recognizance with conditions.  If convicted of this charge,  WOODWARD faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Leif Johnson is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Inspector General’s Office for the Social Security Administration.


TITA T. LUCERO appeared on charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and money laundering.  LUCERO is a 36-year-old resident of Utah.  She is currently detained.  If convicted of the charge of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine,  LUCERO faces penalties of 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of money laundering, she faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, whichever is greater, and 5 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.


CARLOS GARIBAY-LARA appeared on charges of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute.  He is currently detained.  If convicted of this charge,  GARIBAY-LARA faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.


During a federal court session in Great Falls,  on February 23, 2004, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Robert M. Holter the following individuals were arraigned:


CHARLES MAURICE BELGARDE, age 27, appeared on charges of possession of marijuana with intent to distribute.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for March 4, 2004. He is currently detained at the Gila River Adult Detention Center in Sacaton, Arizona.  If convicted of this charge, BELGARDE faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


LESLIE AARON MABREY, age 43, appeared on charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and being a career armed criminal.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for March 4, 2004.  He is currently detained.  If convicted of this charge,  MABREY faces penalties of a mandatory minimum 15 years to life in prison, a $25,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


Cut Bank residents GARY LEE RACINE, age 44, and JOHN P. EVANS, age 34, appeared on charges of conspiracy to defraud the United States, wire fraud and fraudulent claims against a federal program.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for March 4, 2004.  Both are currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.  If convicted of the charge of conspiracy to defraud the United States, both face penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of wire fraud, they face penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of fraudulent claims against a federal program, they face 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Office of Inspector General for the United States Department of Agriculture.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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