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WILLIAM JAMES KONKLER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on February, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, WILLIAM JAMES KONKLER, a 43-year-old resident of Manhattan, pled guilty to charges of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute and possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime.  Sentencing is set for June 3, 2004, at 9:45 A.M.  KONKLER remains in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 8, 2002, a Montana Highway Patrol officer stopped KONKLER for speeding near Three Forks.  A records check revealed an outstanding warrant for KONKLER.  During a pat down search of KONKLER, the officer found marijuana in the KONKLER’S pocket.  The officer asked KONKLER if there was anything else in the car, to which KONKLER replied that there were guns and methamphetamine in-between the seats.  KONKLER consented to a search of his vehicle, and the officer retrieved the methamphetamine and two .45 caliber handguns.


KONKLER was interviewed by Missouri River Drug Task Force Agents at the Broadwater County Sheriff’s Office.  KONKLER told the agents that he had left his residence in Manhattan and was driving to a friend’s house in Three Forks when he was arrested.  The methamphetamine seized from the vehicle was packaged in 1/8 ounce bags for sale.  KONKLER had purchased the methamphetamine, early in February 2002, in an ounce quantity and then broke it down into 1/8 ounce packages.  


The agents asked KONKLER about the guns.  KONKLER advised that he had acquired the larger .45 caliber handgun approximately five or six years prior to the stop, and that he had acquired the smaller .45 caliber handgun approximately one year prior to the stop.  He had purchased laser sights for both guns as a “kind of toy used for intimidation.”  KONKLER dealt drugs out of his vehicle with a gun in sight of the individuals purchasing drugs.  He also admitted that he had advised those individuals if he was “ripped off” he would shoot them. 


For the charge of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute, KONKLER faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine,  and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime, he faces a mandatory 5 years in prison consecutive to any sentence received as a result of the methamphetamine charge.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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