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MITCHELL K, CHAPMAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on February 25, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MITCHELL K. CHAPMAN, an 18-year-old resident of Missoula, pled guilty to charges of possession of a sawed-off shotgun.  Sentencing is set for June 4, 2004, at 9:45 A.M.  CHAPMAN remains in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that CHAPMAN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to possession of a sawed-off shotgun.  On November 21, 2003, the Missoula Police Department was contacted by a Missoula County Youth Court officer who was supervising CHAPMAN until nineteen years of age because CHAPMAN was found guilty of felony assault with a weapon and felony criminal endangerment in Cascade County, Montana.  The officer informed Missoula Police that he had received information from a confidential informant that CHAPMAN was currently in possession of a firearm.


On November 28, 2003, the Missoula Police and the Youth Court officer contacted CHAPMAN at his apartment in Missoula to conduct a probation search.  The police knocked loudly on the door and ordered CHAPMAN to meet the officers at the front door.  After repeated efforts, officers informed CHAPMAN that forced entry would be made if he did not promptly open the door.  CHAPMAN did not open the front door and the officers entered the apartment and found CHAPMAN in the bathroom with a twelve-gauge shotgun and five rounds of ammunition near him on the floor.  The stock and barrel of the shotgun had been substantially shortened.  The police seized the gun and arrested CHAPMAN. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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