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JEREMY L. JOHNSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 26, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JEREMY L. JOHNSON, a 30-year-old resident of Lewistown, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine and manufacturing methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for June 24, 2004, at 10:00 A.M.  JOHNSON remains in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the spring and summer of 2003, the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office began receiving information about the manufacture of methamphetamine by a group of individuals in Lewistown.  Specifically, on May 10, 2003, a co-defendant advised a Fergus County Sheriff’s Office (FCSO) sergeant that he had witnessed JOHNSON using methamphetamine within the last week.  The co-defendant advised he had known JOHNSON for several years and had used illegal drugs with JOHNSON on several occasions at JOHNSON’s residence.  The co-defendant admitted that he had visited JOHNSON’s residence several times around May 10th, that JOHNSON had offered him methamphetamine, and that he used methamphetamine supplied by JOHNSON.  The co-defendant had personally observed JOHNSON with methamphetamine at JOHNSON’s residence, and at a rental property either owned or controlled by JOHNSON.  


On July 3, 2003, officers learned that JOHNSON had previously approached another co-defendant about manufacturing methamphetamine.  JOHNSON advised the other co-defendant that he had obtained two containers of anhydrous ammonia, and offered one of the containers to the co-defendant for use in manufacturing methamphetamine. 


On July 8, 2003, a search was conducted of the other co-defendant’s residence.  The officers found drug paraphernalia, methamphetamine, and other items used to manufacture methamphetamine.  The other co-defendant initially denied that the items were his, however, he later admitted that he had been assisting JOHNSON in the manufacture of methamphetamine, had used methamphetamine with JOHNSON at his residence, and had seen methamphetamine on the coffee table in the living room of JOHNSON’s residence within the week prior to the search.  Specifically, the other co-defendant advised that JOHNSON had been manufacturing methamphetamine in the Snowy and Judith Mountains.


On July 10, 2003, JOHNSON was interviewed.  JOHNSON admitted that he manufactured methamphetamine in his residence, twice, and at several locations in the Snowy Mountains.
 


If convicted of the charge of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine, JOHNSON faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of manufacturing methamphetamine, he faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the United States Forest Service and the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office.
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