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DANIEL MICHAEL DAHLIN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 26, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DANIEL MICHAEL DAHLIN, a 28-year-old resident of Lewistown, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for June 24, 2004, at 8:30 A.M.  DAHLIN remains in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the spring and summer of 2003, the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office began receiving information about the manufacture of methamphetamine by a group of individuals in Lewistown.  Specifically, on July 3, 2003, a state probation officer and a sergeant with the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office visited DAHLIN at his residence to confront him about violations of his conditions of release.  During an interview with DAHLIN, the officers learned that a co-defendant had approached DAHLIN about manufacturing methamphetamine at his residence on July 1, 2003.  The co-defendant advised DAHLIN that he had obtained two containers of anhydrous ammonia.  He offered DAHLIN one of the containers so that methamphetamine could be manufactured at the DAHLIN’S residence, which DAHLIN stated  he declined.  During the interview, DAHLIN was nervous and had sores on his face, a known side effect of methamphetamine use.  The officers suspected that DAHLIN was under the influence of drugs.  He denied any use and explained the sores as a side effect of a prescription that he was taking. 


On July 8, 2003, the state probation officer received information from a probationer that the probationer had used methamphetamine with DAHLIN.  The probationer also advised the officer that DAHLIN possessed methamphetamine and an item known as a gas chamber, used to manufacture methamphetamine, which was under a blue tarp next to DAHLIN’S residence. 


On that same day, July 8, 2003, the state probation officer and the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office sergeant returned to the DAHLIN’S residence and conducted a search.  The officers found drug paraphernalia, methamphetamine, a propane bottle without a valve, which is commonly used to store anhydrous ammonia, a Coleman stove, four cans of Coleman fuel, a hot plate in the rear of the DAHLIN’S truck, and the gas chamber under a blue tarp as described by the probationer.  DAHLIN initially denied that the items were his.  However, he later admitted that he had been helping the co-defendant manufacture methamphetamine, and had used methamphetamine with the co-defendant at the co-defendant’s residence. 


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the United States Forest Service and the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office.
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