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JAE KYUNG JUNG AND SANG BON PARK SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on February 26, 2004, JAE KYUNG JUNG and SANG BONG PARK, both age 29, appeared before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy for sentencing. 


JAE KYUNG JUNG was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to smuggle illegal aliens, smuggling illegal aliens and aiding and abetting to smuggle aliens. JUNG was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 8 months

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years


SANG BONG PARK was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to smuggle illegal aliens and aiding and abetting to smuggle aliens.  PARK was sentenced to a term of:

! 


Prison: 1 year, 1 day

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years


On August 7, 2003, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) contacted the Porthill Port-of-Entry to inform them of a possible alien smuggling operation in the Freeman Creek area of Canada, which is just north of Yaak, Montana, accessed through Pete Creek Road.  The RCMP reported that twelve Korean nationals were making an illegal entry into the United States near Garver Creek, Montana.  Personnel from the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (BCBP) at Bonners Ferry, Idaho learned of this report and traveled to the Garver Creek and Pete Creek areas.


The BCBP personnel observed a vehicle with no license plate which was registered in California to SANG BONG PARK.  The vehicle had a mountain bike attached to the rear of the vehicle and was located about two miles south of the Canadian border.  The BCBP personnel put the vehicle under surveillance while the area was searched.


The BCBP personnel saw a Korean national male in the driver’s seat, putting on his sandals.  A BCBP Agent spoke with the individual at the vehicle, who was identified as SANG BONG PARK, who was found to possess an F-1 student visa.  PARK told the agent he was studying English in California.  When asked why he was in such a remote area, PARK said he was looking for his golden retriever named “Tom.”  PARK was detained pending further inquiry as to his immigration status.


A search of PARK’s vehicle revealed rental keys to a 2003 white Lincoln Town Car which PARK claimed he had rented.  A cell phone was found in the vehicle.  PARK did not have any hiking equipment, survival gear, dog leash, dog food or any dog hair in his vehicle.


The Lincoln Town Car was found five miles south on Highway 508 of Pete Creek access road.  Items in the Lincoln Town Car included money wire receipts in the name of SANG BONG PARK, indicating that PARK had wired about $6,970.00 to an individual in British Columbia, Canada.  PARK was subsequently found to be illegally present in the United States and placed under arrest.  The two vehicles were transported to the Bonners Ferry BCBP office.  PARK declined to give a statement and did not waive his Miranda rights.


On August 8, 2003, BCBP personnel apprehended twelve Korean nationals on the same path near Garver Creek, Montana, north of where PARK was found.  All Korean nationals were arrested and transported to the Bonners Ferry Office for processing.  During processing, BCBP personnel interviewed JAE KYUN JUNG.  JUNG waived his right to counsel and admitted he smuggled the aliens into the United States for money.        


Witnesses stated JUNG was the guide for the group.  One woman reported she paid $4,500.00 each for herself and her two children, totaling $13,500.00.  She made contact via the telephone with an unknown broker in Vancouver and made arrangements to wire the money to him.  The woman then flew with her two children to Vancouver, Canada, where she was met by an unidentified man who took her to a motel.  She waited there for a few days and then met “Tom”, AKA, JUNG, who took her from the hotel in Canada on a trip through the mountains until they were caught by the BCBP.


Another individual stated JUNG was the guide.  This person stated he went to Vancouver, British Columbia, to “Korea Town” and asked for a person to take him to the United States.  There he met JUNG, who made the arrangements for the trip after the person paid him $300.00.


Another person paid $4,500.00 each for herself, her niece and her son, to enter the United States, for a total of $13,500.00.  Another paid $4,500.00; another stated JUNG was the guide and she paid $5,000.00 to enter the United States.


Another person stated he went to the U.S. Consulate in Korea and visited various travel agencies outside the building there that promised travel and visas to the United States.  He paid $1,000.00 to an agency in addition to airfare to connect from Vancouver to Calgary.  He went to Vancouver to “Korea Town” and then flew to Calgary, where he met JUNG in a motel.  This man paid $3,500.00 to enter the United States, of which he paid $300 directly to JUNG and the rest went to someone in Los Angeles.


All of the above mentioned illegal aliens were shown a photo montage and identified   JUNG as the guide or smuggler who brought them into the United States.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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