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VICKI LYNN STIMAC PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 1, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, VICKI LYNN STIMAC, a 51-year-old resident of Lewistown, pled guilty to charges of maintaining a premises for manufacturing methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for June 17, 2004, at 11:00 A.M..  STIMAC remains in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the Spring and Summer of 2003, the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office began receiving information about the manufacture of methamphetamine by a group of individuals in Lewistown.  On July 9, 2003, a search warrant was conducted at a residence owned by STIMAC in Lewistown.  A co-defendant was living in the residence at the time.  An operational methamphetamine laboratory was found at the residence.  Law enforcement also learned that STIMAC owned three other residences in Lewistown, from which she was selling and distributing methamphetamine and marijuana.


She faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  STIMAC will also forfeit two of the residences.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Forest Service and the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office.
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