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VINCENTE FERNANDEZ GUTIERREZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 3, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, VINCENTE FERNANDEZ GUTIERREZ, a 50-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of distribution of marijuana.  Sentencing is set for June 9, 2004, at 9:15 A.M.  GUTIERREZ is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on three separate occasions, February 7, 2003; February 13, 2003; and March 26, 2003, a confidential informant under the surveillance of law enforcement, purchased various amounts of marijuana from GUTIERREZ.  All of the buys were monitored by law enforcement officers.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 2 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Big Horn County Sheriff’s Office and the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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