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 JEREMY JAMES PRESTON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 4, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JEREMY JAMES PRESTON pled guilty to charges of possession of a stolen firearm.  Sentencing is set for June 10, 2004.  PRESTON remains in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on June 1, 2003, PRESTON and a co-defendant broke into Graveyard Creek Guns and Archery near Miles City, a Federal Firearms Licensee, and stole a large number of firearms.  They subsequently transported the firearms to the co-defendant’s residence and hid them.


On June 2, 2003, PRESTON and the co-defendant went back to Graveyard Creek Guns and Archery and again broke into the business and stole two more firearms as well as ammunition.  


Custer County Sheriff’s deputies served a search warrant on the co-defendant’s residence and recovered the stolen firearms, which were hidden within a wall in the basement.  


PRESTON faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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