	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



HERMENEGILDO HERRERA-SANCHEZ SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 4, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, HERMENEGILDO HERRERA-SANCHEZ appeared for sentencing. HERRERA-SANCHEZ was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years, 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


HERRERA-SANCHEZ was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and illegal re-entry of a deported alien.  On February 23, 2003, the Rocky Boy’s Police Department received information that two Hispanic males had parked a vehicle off of the roadway at a residence.  The owner contacted the police and advised that the Hispanic males were at the residence, and had requested that he watch their vehicle.  After further investigation, the officers obtained a search warrant for the residence.  During the search of the residence, approximately 5 ounces of cocaine were seized from the bedroom where HERRERA-SANCHEZ was found hiding.


 Additional investigation revealed that HERRERA-SANCHEZ had traveled from Washington to the Rocky Boy’s Reservation with two tribal members with a quantity of cocaine for distribution on the reservation.  One of the individuals and HERRERA-SANCHEZ sold some of the cocaine prior to the search.  In addition, the other person was given a small quantity of cocaine for allowing HERRERA-SANCHEZ to stay at her house. 


Additionally, further investigation revealed HERRERA-SANCHEZ was an alien and citizen of Mexico and had been previously deported from the United States on April 6, 1999, through the Port of Entry at El Paso, Texas.   HERRERA-SANCHEZ had not been granted permission from either the Attorney General or the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security to reenter the United States.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigations were a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Rocky Boy’s Criminal Investigations Unit and the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

# # #

_1106563383.bin

