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WILLIAM FLOYD DEWALT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on March 4, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, WILLIAM FLOYD DEWALT appeared for sentencing.  DEWALT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: Life term

! 


Special Assessment: $200 

! 


Supervised Release: 6 years


DEWALT was sentenced after a 2-day trial where a jury found him guilty of distribution of a controlled substance resulting in death and being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  The jury found that on July 18, 2002, DEWALT sold 20 tablets of methadone to a person for $10 apiece.  The person died on July 20, 2002.  The trial centered on whether the methadone that killed the person came from the tablets DEWALT sold him.  DEWALT had a prescription for 420 methadone tablets a month for chronic back pain.  The deceased had been prosecuted for a federal crime and was due to be sentenced four days before dying.  Before buying the methadone from DEWALT, the deceased went to another individual looking for drugs that could be smuggled into federal prison.  DEWALT’S attorney argued that it was possible the deceased traded the pills he had received from DEWALT with another individual for pills that were easier to inject.  The attorney based the argument on the experts’ opinion that the pills DEWALT sold were difficult to prepare for injection.  However, the brother of the deceased has seen the deceased attempting to prepare the pills obtained from DEWALT for injection.  Expert witnesses testified that there was no way to determine for certain which brand of methadone was in the deceased’s system.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Ravalli County Sheriff’s Office.
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