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ERYCK C. ASTON SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 4, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ERYCK C. ASTON, a 39-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing. ASTON was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years, 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $600 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


ASTON was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to four counts of misuse of another person’s social security number and one count of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  ASTON applied for employment at Rimrock Automotive Inc. and gave a false social security number.  The social security number was reported by  ASTON on his  Application for Employment, New Hire Reporting Form, Internal Revenue Service (IRS) W-4, United States Department of Justice I-9 and a form for health benefits.


When he filled out these employment papers,  ASTON owed the IRS more than $82,221.43 including interest, penalties, and deficiency totals for taxes due and owing for tax year 1992.  ASTON had been assessed $30,306.00 in taxes due and owing for the 1992 tax year.  The United States filed a lien on August 27, 2002, in Yellowstone County, Montana, for the total amount of $82,221.43.


ASTON used a false social security number in an attempt to avoid detection of wages being generated at Rimrock Automotive Inc.  By using another social security number other than his own, the IRS would not discover ASTON’s employment in order to levy upon or garnish his wages.


ASTON, being liable for the 1992 tax debt, devised a scheme to use the names, personal and financial information of other people.  He used a false social security number at Denny Meinholt Frontier Chevrolet and High Country Subaru in Billings in 2001 and 2002.


ASTON knew and used his correct social security number for transactions other than employment on such documents as his Montana Hunting and Fishing licenses and when signing sworn affidavits in relation to ownership of certain personal property.


When ASTON was interviewed about the use of another social security number he told agents that the IRS had verbally issued him the social security number he used on the employment form.  The IRS does not issue social security numbers.


On July 1, 2003, law enforcement executed a search warrant at ASTON’s home in Billings.  At that time four firearms were found and identified:  a Ruger 9mm semiautomatic pistol; a Beretta 9mm semiautomatic pistol; a Benelli 12 gauge semi-automatic shotgun; and a Remington 12 gauge shotgun.  ASTON was prohibited from possessing firearms due to a July 20, 1995 felony conviction for  possession of a sawed-off shotgun in the United States District Court, District of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah.


All of the weapons were loaded when they were seized by law enforcement.  ASTON’s palm print was identified on one of the firearms.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Office of the Inspector General of the Social Security Administration, the Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigations Division, the Billings Police Department and the United States Postal Inspector.
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