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GALEN WILD GUN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 4, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, GALEN WILD GUN, a 41-year-old resident of Browning, pled guilty to charges of involuntary manslaughter.  Sentencing is set for June 3, 2004, at 11:00 A.M.  WILD GUN is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on January 4, 2004, a female driver and her passenger were traveling northbound on Bureau of Indian Affairs Route 1, near Browning, which is within the boundaries of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation.  A pickup truck, driven by WILD GUN, was traveling southbound on the same highway.  WILD GUN’s pickup crossed the center line of the highway and crossed into the female’s lane of traffic.  The female driver attempted to avoid WILD GUN’s vehicle, but was unable to do so.  WILD GUN’s pickup struck the female’s vehicle, critically injuring her female passenger, who later died of the injuries suffered in the collision.


A special agent with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) examined the collision scene, and found empty, full, and partially empty bottles of alcohol in WILD GUN’s vehicle and in the vicinity of his vehicle.  The special agent also found marijuana in WILD GUN’s vehicle.


A blood sample was taken from WILD GUN for analysis, showing his blood-alcohol concentration was .36, which is more than three times the blood alcohol level at which a person is presumed to be intoxicated under Montana law.


On January 8, 2003 the BIA special agent interviewed WILD GUN.  WILD GUN admitted that he had consumed a large amount of alcohol in the hours before the collision; that immediately before the collision occurred, he was steering his vehicle with his knees while attempting to light a pipe of marijuana, causing him to veer over the center-line of the highway into the northbound lane.


He faces possible penalties of 6 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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