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RIAN LAIGHTON LARSON SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 5, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, RIAN LAIGHTON LARSON, age 21, appeared for sentencing. LARSON was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year, 2 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


LARSON was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to being an unlawful drug user in possession of a firearm.  During the night on May 19, 2002, Great Falls police officers were dispatched to a convenience store in Great Falls to contact the victim of a gunshot wound, later identified as LARSON.  The officers observed what appeared to be a superficial gunshot wound on LARSON’S neck.  There were also numerous other individuals present at the scene, including a co-defendant.  The officers learned that earlier that night, LARSON had been shot at the co-defendant’s residence in Great Falls.  Allegedly, a gunman opened the front door of the co-defendant’s house and fired one shot before LARSON could close the door.


Officers spoke with some individuals at the scene and learned that LARSON, the co-defendant, and others had been smoking marijuana at the co-defendant’s residence.  Officers impounded LARSON’S vehicle and later performed a search of the vehicle.  Officers recovered two handguns; one assault-type rifle; ammunition for both the handguns and the rifle; and approximately 162 grams of marijuana which had been divided into smaller quantities for possible distribution.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Great Falls Police Department and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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