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JEFF HENRY HARWOOD SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 5, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JEFF HENRY HARWOOD appeared for sentencing. HARWOOD was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 13 years, 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


HARWOOD was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  Prior to February 7, 2003, investigating officers from the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task Force in Helena working with law enforcement officers at Glacier County, determined that a female co-defendant would be transporting a load of methamphetamine from Helena to northwestern Montana for distribution. 


On February 7, 2003, a traffic stop was made on Interstate 15 north of Helena, and a subsequent search of the co-defendant’s vehicle resulted in the location and seizure of more than 500 grams of methamphetamine.


A subsequent search of the co-defendant’s residence in Helena resulted in the location of a “drug ledger” which reflected the distribution of methamphetamine over the period of a number of years.


The co-defendant told law enforcement that the conspiracy started when her son acquired methamphetamine from a source in Oregon, then facilitated the distribution of methamphetamine to others for redistribution in Montana.


During the period of the conspiracy, the co-defendant recruited others to distribute the methamphetamine, one of whom was HARWOOD.  The co-defendant and her husband distributed methamphetamine to HARWOOD for further redistribution to his own customers.  Two of the three pounds of methamphetamine seized from the co-defendant’s vehicle on February 7, 2003 was intended for delivery to HARWOOD.


HARWOOD used the telephone to communicate and facilitate the distribution of methamphetamine at various locations in the District of Montana, which included the Browning and Helena areas.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Glacier County Sheriff’s Office and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force in Helena.
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