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BLAINE TRAVIS FIFIELD PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on March 9, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, BLAINE TRAVIS FIFIELD, a 21-year-old resident of Whitefish, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and being an unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for June 11, 2004, at 9:00 A.M .  FIFIELD remains in the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that FIFIELD was convicted in Montana District Court on March 13, 2003 of felony assault with a weapon, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year under the laws of the State of Montana. 


On March 20, 2003, a Montana State Probation officer and the Whitefish Police Department responded to FIFIELD’S home and confronted FIFIELD.  The officers conducted a search and discovered that FIFIELD possessed four loaded handguns, two loaded rifles, and numerous extra rounds of various firearm ammunition.  FIFIELD also possessed various narcotics-related paraphernalia.  The Montana State probation staff found needs tracks in FIFIELD’S arms, and his urine sample field-tested positive for the presence of marijuana and methamphetamine.  FIFIELD admitted that he was using these narcotics in violation of his probation agreement. 


FIFIELD faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for each of the charges.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”
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