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QUENTIN BIRDINGROUND, JR SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 11, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, QUENTIN BIRDINGROUND, JR, a 24-year-old resident of Hardin, appeared for sentencing.  BIRDINGROUND, JR was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2nd Degree Murder - 14 years

 Assault Resulting in serious bodily injury - 10 years, to run concurrently with the 2nd Degree Murder charge.

Use of a firearm during a crime of violence: 10 years, to run consecutive to the original 14 year sentence 





Total Prison time:  24 years





! 


Special Assessment: $300 

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Restitution: $446.98


BIRDINGROUND, JR was sentenced after a 4-day trial where a jury found him guilty of second degree murder, assault resulting in serious bodily injury and use of a firearm during a crime of violence.  The jury found that on February 8, 2003, BIRDINGROUND, JR traveled to a residence in Crow Agency, which is within the boundaries of the Crow Indian Reservation.  BIRDINGROUND, JR entered the residence while carrying a handgun in his coat pocket. Shortly after entering the residence, BIRDINGROUND, JR confronted the victim  and a struggle ensued.  BIRDINGROUND, JR retrieved the handgun from his coat pocket and shot the victim in the chest, killing him.  A second victim, who attempted to intervene by standing between the combatants, suffered a serious hand injury when struck by the same bullet.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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