	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



JOSHUA DAVID HOFFMAN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on March 11, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, JOSHUA DAVID HOFFMAN, age 28, appeared for sentencing. HOFFMAN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year

! 


Forfeiture: Firearms involved with the offense


HOFFMAN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to being an unlawful drug user in possession of firearms. On April 23, 2003, numerous firearms were recovered from the home of a woman in Libby.  According to the woman, the weapons belonged to HOFFMAN, who brought the weapons to her home from another location.


HOFFMAN was arrested at the woman’s residence in the same room and in close proximity to the aforementioned firearms. HOFFMAN was also addicted to methamphetamine, and his use and addiction was closely connected with his possession of the firearms.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force in Helena.
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