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MARK MACKENSTADT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on March 11, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MARK MACKENSTADT appeared for sentencing.  MACKENSTADT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year, 2 months

! 


Special Assessment: $400 

! 


Restitution: $19,899.32


MACKENSTADT was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to four counts of arson on public land.  Between July 29, 2003, and August 12, 2003, the United States Forest Service (USFS) responded to and investigated four fires near Teakettle Mountain in the Flathead National Forest. Investigators determined that each fire had been man-caused, and appeared to have been intentionally set. 


On August 12th, the USFS responded to the fourth fire and one fire fighter observed a bicycle parked in the area.  The fire fighter found MACKENSTADT under a  trestle.  


 A Flathead County Sheriff’s Deputy and a USFS officer responded to the area and interviewed MACKENSTADT.  MACKENSTADT denied being the area where the fires were set, but a footwear impression matching MACKENSTADT’s shoes was found on the trestle.


On August 13th, law enforcement officers found numerous footprints matching MACKENSTADT’s shoes in the area of the origin of the fire as well as other physical evidence.


On August 19th, 2003, two USFS special agents and a Flathead County detective again interviewed MACKENSTADT.  MACKENSTADT admitted in a signed affidavit that he had started the four fires in question from July 29th through August 12th, 2003.  He also voluntarily gave his tennis shoes, which were seized as evidence. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Forest Service.
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